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The End Time Dimension of the Parables
The Vine and the Branches
Recommended Reading: DA, pp. 674-677; Bible Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 1142-1144; 1
SM, pp. 336-339; STC, pp. 68-73; 4T, pp. 354-355; John 15:1-27

In this lesson we will study the beautiful allegory of the vine and the branches. As we
proceed, we shall find in this parable a richness that can never be exhausted and
divine lessons that tax our human wisdom to the utmost. It would be helpful to
remember that in Israel, branches that did not bear fruit were pruned in
February/March. Raymond Brown explained: “Sometimes the vines are so completely
cut back that one sees in the vineyard only the stalks bereft of branches. Later
(August) when the vine has put forth leaves, comes the second stage of pruning, as
the vinedresser pinches off the little shoots so that the main fruit-bearing branches
get all the nourishment.” (Raymond Brown, The Gospel According to John, volume 2,
p. 675) Let’s begin by examining the parable’s historical background, its occasion and
its symbols.
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